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F Men were as incapab'e of 
Refittance as Things, no- 
Ai" thing could be morc cafy to 
Yt conccive than how the hand- 
fomeft Perfon in the World 
might in a Moment be 
turn’d into the moft fright- 
AJ} ful. His Enemy would have 
“|i nothing more to do than to 
SSS chufe an ugly Mask, clap it 
upon his Face, and oblige him to wear it in all 
mpanies ; bur, happily for us, our Perfons are {c- 
e from fuch Infults ; much more happy fhould we 
if we could fay the fame of our Characters! Thefe, 
;! are but too much in the Power of others; and 
’ it depends upon us whether we fhall merit a good 
bad Character, yet it remains with the Wor-d to 
eral ro beltow upon us what they pleafe. 
HENCE it has come fo pafs, that there have been, 
all Ages, Men who have made it their Bufinefs 
her to defame others, than to acquire any Title to 
putation themfelves. They have, if I may be al- 
wed the Expreffion, taken up the Trade of Masks 
the Mind; that is, they have provided a Stock of 
pdy-made Characters, which they have generoufly 
towed upon the Living and the Dead, according 
Whim, Prejudice or Intereft dire&ed them. Thus 
Athenian Poets fix’d ridiculous Charaéters upon 
icles, when their Quiet at Home, and their Repu- 
ion Abroad, depended folely on the Opinion en- 
tain’d of that great Afan. Thus the Emperor 
jan charaterized all his Predeceffors ; and thus 
late Writer of a famous Book, intitled Memoirs 
Scotland, fixed feigned Charaéters upon living Per- 
ns. How unaccountable this Humour! and yet 
w univerfal? What Age hath efcaped the Arts of 
fe Sort of People ? In what Country are they not 
nd? What Dignity? what Degree of Virtue ? 
hat Sex? what Age hath efcaped them? Every 
fiderate Perfon will be able to anfwer, None. None 
er did! none ever fhall efcap: them! Thefe are 
Sort of immortal Zartars, whofe Ravages are 
ithout Period, and whofe Devaftations know no 
bunds. 
We know that never any thing was more inno- 
nt, more edifying, or farther removed from Su- 
icion, than the Lives of the primitive Chrifiians. 
nd yet what frightful Pictures were drawn of them? 
hat Monfters were made of them by their Enemics ? 
hat horrible Crimes were objeéted to them? and, 
) a Word, what miferable Torments did they fuffer 2 
ow many bloody Perfecutions did they go through? 
d what mighty Efforts were they compell'd to make, 
fore they could force the Acknowledgment of what 
e would think the eafieft perceived Truth in the 
orld, That Chriftianity is a Syftem of Opinions the 
ft fuired to Society that ever appeared amongft 
en? What horrid Apprehenfions? what terrifying 
eas? what diftorted Notions have they in Spain of 
derefies and Hereticks? and, in fome Countries that 
could mame, what unaccountable? what abfurd 
Dpinions do they entertain of Loyalty and Liberty 2 
ow eafy is it for artful Men to impofe upon fuch 
are honeft, or lefs cunning than themfelves ? With 
hat Facility do they turn the perfpeétive Glafs, and 
xhibit Things exceffively large, or exceflively fmall, 
ftas the Ideas they would excite are proportion'd 
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> their Interefts? This is in Truth the whole Secret. 


{ malecontent Wifdom, and the Art of Piture-draw- 
ig the utmoft Stretch of his Science who is the prin- 
ipal Operator in the School of Faéion. 
THERE cannot be a ftronger, or, in its Kind, a 
ore illuftrious Inftance of this Sort of Painting than 
n the Common Senfe of \att Saturday. The Author 
fit, whom I take to be one of their tip-top Authors, 
ome St. James's Politician, who aims at being in 
dime a Minifter ; whofe Ambition has made him al. 
oft mad, and whofe Vanity prompts him to fend his 
ucubrations to Common Senje, that he may have an 
Jpportunity of hearing his Friends commend them 
n a Ccffee- Houfe, has exhaufted all the Powers of his 

nderitanding and Imagination ; and, with an equal 
Portion of Fire and Labour, hath depiéted a Politi- 
al RaweHead and Blocdy-Bones, and exhibited to 
ublick View the Scare-Crow of the Party. His Dif- 
curfe is a long and laborious Syftem of the Opinions 
hich the Malecontents labour to propagate in rela- 


Rion to the King and his Adminifivation. Such a 


to think it fo. 





Set of Opinions they are, as very plainly fpeak out 
the Intention of thofe who circulate them. Opinions 
big with Difcontent, tending to Sedition, and vifibly 
withdrawing from the Minds of the People chat Awe 
and Veneration which they t always to preferve 
for thof¢ who govern them Authority derived 
from the Laws, and in the Manner prefcribed by 
them. But can it be inferr’d thar, becaufe under 
the prefenc Adminiftration there are Men wicked 
enough to forge and publifh fuch Accounts, there- 
fore they ate true? Surely this would be a ftrange 
Prefumption ! As Things at prefent ftand, the Pre- 
fumption ought to be, that they are not true; For i! 
they were true, ic would be impoffible thar fuch an 
Account of them fhould be drawn in a publick Paper, 
with a Printer’s Name at Top and at Bottom. Let a 
Man confider this coolly, and it will appear not only 
a concife, but a full Anfwer to the whole Paper. 
The prefent Miniftry a& on arbitrary Principles , but it 
muft be owned that they make no Ufe of the Prerogative ; 
the Law takes its Courfe, and, in outward Appearance, 
Liberty was never at a greater Height. Is not this a 
very fingular Way of Reafoning ? Muft not a Man 
have fome very particular Realons to ftretch his 
Throat fo wide as to fwallow this Ta'e? He muf, 
without doubts he muft have a very malecontent 
Confcieoce ; that is, a Confcience that will allow 
him to afflert that all Things are right on one Side, 
and all Things wrong on the other. Again; The 
Miniftry is reprefented as blocking up their Prince, as 
Enemies to publick Spirit, and as fworn Foes to fuch as 
{peak or write freely. Yet Men talk move freely than 
ever; and thefe dincy Charaéters are drawn in Weekly 
Papers, whofe Printers live at Eafe on their Profits, and 
whofe Authors vemain in full Poffeffion of their Ears. 
Let any Man make Senfe of this it he can; let him 
turn and twift it which way he plesfes; Jet him read 
it as a Patriot’s Pamegyrick is to be read, that is, 
backwards, {till the Abfurdity will remain. Would 
you know the Reafon ? The Piéture is not like, and 
therefore hang it where you wiil,no Man who knows 
the Original, and will truft his Eyes, will be brought 

T hig is thetruc State of the Matter; 
this is the real Strength of the Ainifiry; this is the 
grand Afisfortune of the Malecontents. 

But fuppofe rhe fame Licence was to be aflumed 
on the other Side; fuppofe a Man fhould fic down 
and draw a hafty Sketch of an Oppofition ; fuppofe he 
fhould Jay it down as an indubitable Truth, that no 
King ever had a good Minifter who was not as much 
clamour’d againft as an ill one ; fuppofe he fhould 
go farther, and on this Foundation affert, that Cla- 
mour therefore ought to have no Weight ; fuppofe 
he fhould affirm, that no King ever parted witha 
wife and able Minifter, or one not proved to be other- 
wife, to gratify a reftlefs, railing Faction, and enjoy'd 
a fingle Year’s Peace after it; fuppefe he fhould 
quote numerous Examples of this from our own and 
other Hiftories ; and fuppofe he fhould add, that fuch 
Princes as have fteadily fupported honeft and able 
Minifters, have lived happily, and are remember'd 
with Honour ; I fay, fuppofing all this, would ir be 
eafy to difprove him? Could the learned and laborious 
Author of Common Senfe difpute either the Reafon of 
the Thing, or the Authorities adduced in its Sup- 
port? If not, why fhould not one Picture be as good 
asanother ? Or why fhould that popular Maxim be 
longer held felf-evident, That every Minifter is an 
evil Minifter ; or at leaft, that every Minifter ought to 
be believed fo, whom any Set of Men fhall take ic into 
their Heads to reprefent in fuch a Light? But not to 
plague the Reader with tedious Suppofitions, I will 
for once venture to bea litle incoherent, and con- 
clude this Difcourfe with an Extra from an Account 
fent me by a great Traveller, which may perhaps be 
thought more entertaining than any Party Altercation. 

THERE dwell, I cannot fay exaétly in what La- 
titude, but I remember that it is within one of the 
temperate Zones, a Nation remarkably favour’d by 
Providence, and as remarkably curfed by their own 
[ll-humours. They are govern’d by a Prince whofe 

uftice was never queftion’d, who mounted the 

hrone amidft univerfal Acclamations, and under 
whofe Reign this People have enjoy’d Peace and 
Plenty for a longer Traét of Time, than from their 
Hiftories it appears they were ever blefled with be- 
fore. This Prince hath kept abcur him fome of his 
Father's Servants, becaufe they did not deferve to be 
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turned out; and, in the Courfe of a confiderable 
Nu-xber of Years, they have acquir'd his Confidence 
by ferving him well, and have recciv’d trom him 
bountiful Rewards in Confequence of their good 
Service. 

THERE arte in this Nation a Set of Humenrifs, 
by which | mean of all Aamours, who are at the fame 
Time ont of Humour; and thele Men think the Con- 
dition of thete Country far from being pleafanc. 
They have various Inreretis, and, which is mote, 
they have opyofite In erefts; yet they all hope ro 
fee them gratify’d, could their utmoft Endeavours 
effect a e. One common View holds them to- 
poe fufpends, till ic rakes Effect, their natural 

ntipathies, and inclines all thefe Serpents to hifs and 
fpit one Way. Oppofire as they are co all the reft 
ot the World, they ufe a new Sort of Language ; 
that is, they make ? Bere fignity the very oppefi.e 
of what they were thought ro fignify in -former 
Times. Loyalty they regard as Slavery ; Gratiiude as 
Weakne/s ; a Defire of (paring Mens Lives, Pufilla- 
nimity; and Mens agreeing in Opinions, Corrupticn ; 
Licentioufnefs is with them Liberty, wanc of Lecency, 
publick Spirit; Railing, free Speaking ; and running 
away, the laft Criterion of Firmnefs and Refolution. 
With thefe hopeful Principles they are fo noiiy and 
infolent, that, till you as both Sides of the 
Queftion, you will fappofe their Countrymen Slaves, 
and thefe a Crew of good-catur’d Butchers come with 
their Marrow-bones and Cleavers, tirft to ring O be 
joyful! and then to knock off their /roms. But when 
you ‘have heard the other Side, you cannot avoid 
feeing, that in Truth they want to put them on ; 
that they are a mix'd Multitude of S/aves and 
Tyrants, whole Anceitors were either Votaries to 


| paffive Obedience, or to that publick Spirit which 


vclted Commands in Coblers, and made 
Lords. 

As to the Prince, he is fo far from perfecuting 
thee Sort of People, that he makes it his greateit 
Care to prevent their perfecuting cach other: He 
keeps them out of Power, becaufe they never did Good 
init. Juft and moderate himfe!f, he employs none burt 
Men of Juftice and Moderation: He fees with Pity 
the Difturbances and Diftractions which thefe mad 
Men create: He bears with them, in hopes that 
Time will make them fee their Folly: He exercifes 
the fame Virtues towards his Neighbours: He is not 
prone to fall out with them at flight Provocations ; 
much lefs is he covetous of War, that he may extend 
his Dominions: He is fatisfy’d with the Dominions, 
to the Government of which God has call'd him ; 
and, in a Word, he imitates Him from whom he 
derives his Power. For as, with refpe@ to Fo- 
reigners, he is flow to Arger ; he is alfo of great Kind- 
ne(s towards his Subjects 

Ir is true, of late, fomeamorg the Fa¢tious have 
pretended to be ditinguifhed from the reft on ac- 
count of former Services, and what they efteem per- 
fonal Merit; and, becaufe their Expectations ia 
thefe refpects have not been anfwer'd, they per- 
fuade themfelves, that flrange Methods have been 
ufed, frange Stories told, aod Heaven and Earth 
moved to keep them out of Favour: So much are 
they blinded by Scif-Love! fo incapable are they of 
reflecting on their own Conduct! Alas! what Arts 
are neceffary to infiuence a Prince, who is perhaps 
of all others the belt fucge of Mankind; who csn di- 
ftinguifh nicely beraerm Prejudice and Patriocifin ; 
and who, from his own Knowlenge,can affign theexiét 
Point of Time that a Man ceafed to b= a good SubjeF, 
in order to be thought a gcod Speaker ! Who is not to 
be deceived with Appearances, or intimidated by 
high Language i but who, knowing his own good 
Intentions, and being at all times able to demonftrare 
their happy Effects, {miles at the Efforts of Faétion, 
and pities the untoward Stirrings of caufelefs Difcon- 
tent! Ruler alike of himfelf, his Servants, and his 
People, he makes them alli happy, and fees with 
Concern that there are amongft them fome who are 
not happy, becaufe they will be exempr from his 
Rule. In this he fees they are fufficiently punithed ; 
and therefore he leaves them all the Liberty they 
can defire, in hopes that it may one Day lead them 
back to their Duty. This is the Account I have 
received ; perhaps fome of the wife of the A/ale- 
contents, as they know all Things, may know /ome- 
thing of fuch a People. R. PresMan 
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